MISS  ETHEL LEAVES  US
had the first act; she was not in that, but Mr. Daly's idea was that her victory in the last act — where I was simply pulverized for my sins — evened things up. But Miss Ethel listened to the advice of outside friends. Her relations with Mr. Daly were already strained, and her second refusal of a part was the beginning of the end.
Mr. Daly himself informed me that she said her part was secondary, but that the real difficulty sprang from an earlier wrangle between them, with which I had nothing to do. Yet there were persons who, with great indignation, informed me that Miss Ethel had positively " refused to appear upon the stage in any play with me — a mere vulgar outsider! "
But "vulgar outsider" was just a touch too strong; '* malice had overleaped self " and fallen on the other side. The silly story even reached some of the papers, but that did not increase my belief in its truth.
Mr. Daly and Miss Ethel parted company before, or at, the end of the season, and while I never worked with her, later on I privately received such gracious courtesies from her kindly hands that the name of Agnes Ethel must ever ring pleasantly in my ears